FEMO: UTOPIA OF THE STRONG AND THE GENTLE

First Day:

The camp is there on the other side of the car ferry, a separate rented area on a
rural rather conservative island. Women sort us out and move our gear to the camp.
S 11 s poviring rain. T grab some process food and iry 1o find a two Toot slot inan
overcrowded tent, They say that we shouldn’t drink the water and that we should
piss i the bushes at night because the toilets fill up.

We meet in the big tent only it isn’t bigger, just tight and overcrowded. 1t is the
first night and women are searching for their personal space. The meeting establishes
mvnnnal order, discoteque party-time as the nightly rivual, and leshian unity and
ngonty. Something is happening and nobody knows exactly what it is. | run into all
the complaimers but Iwall gei away from them. Tomorrow will be better. | dream that
someong 1s giving me another blanket.

bos b s now weeks later and [ remember being discontented. The sense of pressure
¥ telr s rapidly falling away and { read through my jorrnal thinking 11 find some-
Hung thar Tl fid the ANSWER. Bui the journal onlv containg descriprions
There s mocrecord of the energy, Aoed i s ihe energy thai st geid to, fr was the
EHCTEY Vo see that was so differend, so unfike the organized ourside worfd,

Second Day:

The routimes are planned. Each tent has about 25 women and one light bulb. Each
tent babes care of cleaning the toilets and doing the meals For that day for the entire
canmp. There are no anstouctions, no Amencan manual of operations, 50 cach group
doses 11 tor the first time cach time. Just find out how w do it Ask the last person
where she put the toilet brush. It works. We al! survive. See, you don’t need an Amer-
ican manual of operations.

Meerings are scheduled. Tent meetings at 10 o'clock. Get to know the 25 people
that yvou have been sleeping with. Have in depth discussions each day on a committed
busis. We imtroduce ourselves only by first name and talk about what we do for the
muvement. Outside jobs and professions are mentioned.

Sow there are 1o be topic meetings at 1:00 and 3:00. Discussion goes on as (o
whether these groups should last 12 or 5 days. We are an optimistic and enthusiastic
crowd. We are frustrated because we can’t attend all groups. Topics are either personal
relationships and sexuality or socialist politics,

Thied and tuture days

[he meetings start 1o disintegrate. OQur tent meeting is late and we talk about our
private sex lives. Interesting. A few tents will continue these meetings. Qur tent is a
disaster for continuum, Are we too many private individuals?

And also the topic meetings disperse as they begin, We are immediately transitory.
Nothing starts on time. There is no time. The same women are never there two days
i a row. Never do you continue where you left off. By the forth day, the list posted
on the bulletin board has blown away and the newly arrived women say that they

There are 40 women at the Feminist-Marxist meeting. “*Why did you come to this
mecting ™ We all answer and that takes 2 hours, The next day there are about 20
women. There are some mcredibly fine minds here. | wish they would continue their

dialogue so that I can listen, WHERE ARE THEY??

Yow fam begimming oo see what noye frustrations were abowt . .. S By weniien
all e Moy all trigpiee and v tine fo ease ingo knowing each other. Pieces of
wdvas, meenings tial are alwavs flest getting .'.-r.'J'.':'Irhfm . We will afl meer frere again
fonreoerowt gt oot o cloek, Do owe mean 18” Yes of course we do | and god knows

whord we will be mentally and plovsically tomeorrow,

[ wonder whar we all really do? Gelrers don't care. They aren 't coneerned with
fass naemes. There is no hierarchy here. Outside jobs are non-operative and there is no
Hecd for money amongst nus. And there is no age hierarchy here and age can't be
whenirefied. (1 felt obd when I left the island a friend said. ) And | am afraid because
this s imipermanent . . . a dream utopie that will end the moment that we legre
Shangri-la and feel ofd. Bur this is g cold and primative tension ridden utopiag and |
wanr ro see reality again. Let me out of this acid trip!

The mghtly common-tent altogether meetings: the real tensions and pressure . . .
the smokers and non-smokers . . . the rude and the outraged. It doesn’t matter because
when v ou get shoved i that tight you demand ot And there are a lot of fucking
strong people here that are damned if they are going (o be part ol any herd,

here are facilities for about 150 people and at one point there are 240 but those
wha stay the full 13 days number about 40 or 50,

Each night a different country is supposed to present their movement. Presentations
pet more ragped as the CAINP progresses because so many women leave,

On the second night the Danes put®n a beautiful prece of drama but the lesbian-
heterosexual undercurrent breaks into the open. One woman says that she feels sort
ol provoked. Another woman, trembling, stands up and admits that she is heterosex-
wal and that she feels good getting the shock of being a minority and feeling the
strength of the majority . . . heavy applawuse. But this tension will stay with us until
the Tod, snigated and diversitied perhaps, but stll nding back on the ferry with the
rest of the bagpuge.

am confused, I ean't decide what this group pressure is that [ feel, How does it
comte aboner? Nobodv is doing it We are all out of our environment. We all feel some
kind of pressure of exclusion, pressure to conform, If [ knew whar it was [ wonld
react against it But individuals scparare themselves from the group and come roward
me . time and space we will all care about each other. . . We will survive. But
whee s the group” T muse be pare of the group too but [don't know how . .. [ean't
sec how I fiv in. T disaill input and reactions afterward and | sense that | don’t trust
my feelings here. | must wait to think, but then it may be too lare,

The strain on the civility burst on the Italian night. The Italian women presented
their grievances instead of a performance. They felt left out, isolated, particularly
during the social activities.
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'hy do you feel this? Is it because there is a partivular language barnier?”

“When we came the Oirst might, we went 1o the dancing tent and ook women hy
the land and toed 1o dance mea ciecle, but they went right back 1o their pnivate
conples,™

Wil applane Soomn feel every Do o the vowenn sbard v epnd

Wl did your feel et out Byst maght dunmg the singog?™ (0 ves, there were na
harniers when singing, The Dalian women know what collective enecrgy REALLY 1n0)

“Mo” They start theor song, The 200 dissenters are immediately immersed i the
momentum of the song. We all hold on in one large concentne circle with the
Itabians ot the center emanating “Bella Cuan’

Fowe apam

“Please,” says one person, “the Taban women have brooght up a very real problem
anld we must discuss i

And the brawl begims in carmest . .

“We all love each other!™ “Nao! We dre divided?™ 1 refuse 1o dis
cusy Ths mow ™™ “Ohnoweith the paanty '™ “Hut we st dion
s Yoo always talk fow e hi'™ 1 canie here 1o lave lun
with women,” s a vacation.™ “1 don’t want 1o fight.”
“We are hghting.™ “1owill kass miy Lalian sisters Tor their honesty ™™

annewnces one worman as she climbs into the Idan circle.

I orefuse that klss® That's how men shot e ap!™ answers an Dalian.

o bav sovws i Borus, oo wamiones gy “Ihow dure voun wall e aoman '™
shiouts an onraged voree oo the backgrowl. The chavs grows. The migetimg breaks
up. The panty starts. And others move 1o another tent 1o try to discuss turther why
we can' 1 discuss.

Anud the talk goes round and rowed and comes back again. English, the of ficial
famgragee, o5 codv dhe saioce fengneage of afwd S0 peogile gend vet we all assiesie diat
w frgve the same connotations of words because evervone is so arifcwdate. A fauley
assumpion [ suspect, | mean 1 don’t trust words anvhow,. The words are only the
performance of the toral experience behind them. And it is goddamned hard tp per-
Jorm spontaneously in vour own language lef olone someone else’s. Send 1en people
il foo g back somethung umple like g sgmple of the color red and vou will gee
ten shades of red, And we afl agree that they are all red. And then vou send 1en
people our to bring back examples of love and see what You ger. § reean IF s amazing
thar we evenrually communicated ar all ., . And 1§ for one wilf swear it wasn'r in
weirds

And we were healing well but then we had another rupture the mght of the German
presenfalioen: a more mtellectual one though, more words and less emotion. The Ger-
mans chaose toomake g poant et heterosesuality was unitenable JRETVETSE Was
the word 1 helieve they used on the occassion. And it seemed cruel and unsympathetie
to weonnkind For it was towands women that they were directimg ther ulinmatum.
But then balt of the Targe groop didon™ see it as cruel and that was the rupture. They
just thewplt that i1 was logweal, Well yes, it certainly was ahsolutely Togical, o may he
the disagreement was over the use ol the word perverse?

And we eventusly gor our system of commutication down, We'd scream insulis
andor Jisagreements ar cach other ar night and then call for @ meeting the next day
at 4w, and lirele by livele, as we became less and fess, we took this serfouslyv, and
eventugliv we afl came o these next dav mectings, aisd FISTENELD o each other
A wer becaemne a grovgy fo Copeadfiagen we were e oo grong, g micaed bag aof
abmat A0 o Qi parerna o wianeir whe seenned oo sie R fogretfiee anid treat cacli
erher witht thie sae waern g wid for greeting as g gronp that figd been locked moa
spac e capstle orbing o careh foe fweo sweeKs, Ao we were e ones staeting e
foome fivnwe s oof grongp dancing at Hwe fiest opportuniy (M ves, the Tralian wimnien
Figule MhiedF e ifiel

Amd othier JreLes 1Tl |l!;.'|.'||||.'l

The stratepy group Jdid stick witle st until the end. And they planoed anoinier-
national conference that will be held in Frankfort, :

“What 1s all thes socialism stuft anyway? ™ asks an Amencan. 'm glad she asked it
I think hke a socialist but in the USA | vote Democratic anyhow. It starts a heated
discussion, in French of course. The end hine s, “But all the Fermmists always come
from the middle-class. You must have socialist economics first!” She s night you
know. Shie s lralian.

What is thes separatism? That™s what I want to know, | have a disagrecment with
those wha believe in cultural separatism. . - that 15 1f anyone does believe i cultural
separatism, That gquestion isn't relevant here. The discussions are about individual
separatisnn, To those who can Dive thier bives wathout deahng with men . . imnesee
power Lo you. | just can’t figure oul where everyhoudy stands on cwvilization. 1 mean
I fully helieve mn nipping off the past centunes of culture. | don’t want to stort from
the heginmng | apologize if Mozan was a man

The wndvrcurrend of romanficesint 05 goetting srore cebivions and less sexial. ©'1 came
fere thenknne that §owondd frave a great fove affaie, ' said one peesose, it we alf?
agetswers aucdfior. £t seenis ke relatrosistups of all soees are now formrig afl arownd
There is treemendons pressire because of the tme Linnidaticon of thas place © ., the
greal dramas, aind for the greal decisions, and for the great hearibreaks,

Novir o't sentimenidal here, of s romaniic, Because, if romantic rmegns fo be
wnrcalistie, fanciful, and rmagingrive, then sentimenial means to be superficialh
rFeortaritic. | Yes fraeeds, § have chocked my connodadions with the FEnglish loneuare
i rivirarios, ) And nebody here 05 being superficial,

Awd T have fost my grudee aeainst the couple wio ended wp carvessing cach other
i the priddle of oere of our painfud, covercharged - group arguments. That eauple dufn't
knoow egelt otfrer, thev weren't from the same countries, e thev did know wihar
msdgaion was, And as we regeh the end of our fime hiere, the romanticism s
penerrating us afl. The romanricism s the tung that is breaking down the isolation

Yes it s a utopia of strong indwiduals, self-made women: made in pain and made
in bravery in outside alien worlds, and they are DAMNED il they are going 1o com-
promise here! And it is a utopia of gentle lovers who flow toward each other withoul
demands. Ah but it takes the full two weeks for the strong 1o grow gentle in safely
and the gentle to grow strong. Yes we are hbeginning to really like each other, to hear
each other, to respect each other and to give each other space . . . It is the last day.

Sue Williams
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