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Examples of exploitation and discrimination are eamsy to enumerate. Whan involving
institutional and eross class menifestations, or thelr usual context: a elass
in a superior hierarchy utilizes the institutlionalised rulas of behaviour to
take advantage of people belonging to the psychologieally less prestigious
classes of the status quo. The most obvious diseriminations are reflected
in the legal system which negates female sexuality excent to oppress freedom
of abortlon, and oppresses both gay males and children for gexual activity.

Within the course of social interaction, women ars exploited by men in that their
clans definition atill »rojects them as slaves to the sexual and economic
needs of the male, including ascuming the care of children (who,in turn,sare
the property of both, first as pets, then as alaves). Ggys are explolited by a
system which accepts our labour and cultural contributions, but denies our
identlty, threatening discrimination if we step out of line by living our
homosexuality with openness and pride. Gay women are exploited by streight
males who view them as a double challenge to their macho roles. Gay males
are often-explolted by straight males who enjoy sexual interaction with
gay males, but who hold them in contempt and mey reward them with an act of
physieal violence - just o put them in their place so that thsre can be no
mistake about class differentiation.

The psyahalogical-raant.ian which is at the origin of sexist behaviour is the
proceas of objeotification.

JUbjectification is the internal psychological svent nscessary for encouraging and
rationalising sexlst behaviour. The process involves a coneentualization
whereby & group or individuasl is viewed in such a way as to negate her full
and equal humanity. This usuaslly involves a socially conditioned tendency
to construct an image on the basis of certain distorted and exaggerated
characteristics. Effectively "labelled" within a cliche definitifm, aociety
sanctions the next steps of oppreasion - exploitation and discrimination.

An example of a common process rationaliszing the oppression of women and
homosexuality is the old "nature" explanation. "Women are naturally inferior
(passive, less intelligent)". "Homosexuality is unnatural". Such cliche
responsss reveal two lmportant insights Into social consciousness. First,
they reveal just how removed from a realistic swarsness of nature neonle are,
Jf course everything IN nature 1s natural, not to mention ths faet that
there is a good deal of varistion in the behaviour of females and malss of
"different species - including plenty of female "dominance" and homosexuality.

' Becondly, these same peopls who invoke "nature" in the defence of oppreasion
negate the fact that our species has the ability to avolve as a goclety which
values equality over primitive svoluticnary precedents, wvariation over
cenformity, and which correctly views destrfiction aggression as the
predominant enemy of humanity.

For gay people thus is the most contentious ares of discussion., The revolutionary
content of gay liberation 1s largely related to our effort to deal with both
the political and personal aspects of oppression and 1iberation. Whils being
our theorttleal stromgpoint, it means that we walk & tightrope of trying to
deal with both the enemy without and within, Lespite the beauty =nd creative
energy of gay liberation, we must acknowledge our past as conditioned by
the repressive aystem - and strive not to reproduce the oppression aspects
in our efforts.
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