# SUGGESTION FOR THE AGENDA Novomber 3, 1972

from the Notting Hill Group, Wemen's Liberation Wnrkshop, Londnn

We would like tn suggest an appronach for the discussinn of
the six demands which wsro presented at the Manchester cenfarance.

1: Nearly all tho campeigns that Women's Liberatinn hes
initiated have eithar nover got started nr have faded. For exampla,
nf the Frur Campaigns, only the abortion and birth cnntrnl campaign
has got off the ground. Fow woman from the movomant cama tn support
the Night Cleaners' strike. Suppnrt cama from established politigal
groups and nther non-affilisted penple, including men. We havae tn
ask why, and to ask it differontly from tha way men dn: nnt what's
wureng with women in tha movement but what's wrong with the situation
in which all women find thomsalves. We have to ask if W-men's
Liberatinn pnlitics spring from the situation of women or if thoy
are superimpnsed on that situation.

2, flany woman would like to get into activities, but it has not
been clear how political activity rolates to our oun struggle for
liberation, Quite tho rsverse: we havs boen encouragad tn think that
nur struggle as wemen is periphoral to mass struggles, that it's only
Personal and pnlitically irrelovant.

Our invnlvement with tha struggles eof the working class is
Posad either as more important than rur oun struggles as a mnvomant
rr as individuals, nr irrelevant to our auwn struggles. Ws haven't
helped womon with kids whe can't get out and are therefore limited
in their chance of invrlvement: this means ws havan't considerad
tham imprrtant. We must sce that the situatinns of all wrmon are
deeply related undsr capitalism, in what uways they are related, and
hnu we ean nvercoms the way class divides us.

3. #ll institutions, nrganisatinns and pnlitical parties ars
male daminated, and thersfnre either porpotuate and/or ignnre women's
gxplnitation and rpprossinn by ennsidoring them only in ralatinn tn
men. From thess institutions, nrganisatinns and prlitical parties

we have brrught intn the movement influences which prevent us from
craating nur ~wn palitiecs and thorefrre cur nwn demands ~ut nf nur
own enlloctive expericnce. and eonscinusncoss as wemen.

When wz eoma intn the movemant, we must shad, layor by
laysr, averything that ws hav- baen e~nditioned tn balieve. To dn
this, we must continually rosist attempts to superimprsa nn the
mavement ide~lagies nr intercests which nriginats in ~ur malg-
dominatad past -~ and preseont. Rathor, crntinually dovolrping our
"un pnlitics from the resistance and reballinrn af womgn, we can
take these nutwards int- the plagas wharz we happen t» ba wnrking,
living, struggling. Esch nf us may sea differont pragibilitios fnr
using Wrmen's Liberatirn pnlitics; ths print is that tha beat way nf
working out our difforences is t~ discuss diffarent kinds of
activities ~ pnssibilities, successes and failures - rathar than
turning inward t~ fight sach nther aver abstractinns.

4., fint all the women in the Nntting Hill group agree with the
Six demands, but we boslieva that thay prrvide the best basis for a
discussion »f what t= dn. W think we can nnly discuss what to dn
ifs=

a) from the beginning the dsmands are disgusscd, nat the
pamphlet, n~t the unions, but ths demands, in terms ~f actual
situations and acti-ns;




b) when we look fnr additinonal demands ~r tn roplace thasa
demands, we always koep in mind that gvary domand must be fominist =
that means putting wnmen first, political, and nnt en=-nptable by
capitalism at this tims.

Da WE BELIEVE WE SHOULD HAVE THIS DISCUSSION FOR AS LONG AS
UWE FEEL NECESSARY, STARTING FROM 10,30 SATURDAY UNTIL THE FULL
SESSION, WHICH WE THINK WOULD BE BEST PLACED AT THE END OF THE DAY,



